HISTORY OF TROOP 785/1785

In the fall of 1977, Hal Zimmerman was looking for a troop for his son, Matthew.
He was unimpressed with any of the troops in the area and petitioned Baltimore Area
Council as well as Four Rivers District for permission to start one himself. In attendance
at a meeting held to address this issue at Mr. Zimmerman’s house on Colston Lane off
Lake Shore Drive were: Four Rivers District Commissioner Ev Ruhland, Hal
Zimmerman, Larry Thomas, and Jim McCormick. Mr. Zimmerman was supported in his
bid for a new troop but was convinced by Mr. Ruhland that the Mountain Road area had a
plethora of troops with its five, whereas the Fort Smallwood Road area was lacking with
only two. Since a cub pack already existed at Fort Smallwood Elementary School on
Poplar Ridge Road and a troop had previously existed there, it seemed an ideal place to
start another one. The Fort Smallwood PTA was supportive and agreed to sponsor the
troop, giving the troop leadership the flag from the previous troop 785. The initial
leadership of the troop consisted of Al Boffen — Committee Chairman, Hal Zimmerman —
Scoutmaster, Larry Thomas and Clem Luberecki — Assistant Scoutmasters. The boys
were: Mark Boffen, Matthew Zimmerman, Kent Thomas, Ned Luberecki, and Steve
Bosse, all brand new Boy Scouts who formed the Flying Banana Patrol. The troop also
received moral and financial support from the Poplar Ridge Community Association,
which still allows the Troop Committee to meet in their Community Hall.

About six months after Troop 785 started meeting, Mr. Zimmerman was
transferred to Louisiana and Mr. Thomas became Scoutmaster. The troop had grown to
two patrols by then, the other being the Eagle patrol. About that time Jimmy
McCormick, a Tenderfoot Scout from Troop 723, sponsored by the Long Point
Community Association, transferred into the troop and became the ranking Boy Scout
and the first Troop Senior Patrol Leader.

The Troop had a policy that they would have an outing once a month at a
minimum. These outings were to be fun and taxing. Through the turn of the century the
Troop had participated in every camporee and klondike Derby that had been held since its
existence. They also had a policy that it would be a boy-led troop, following the concepts
of the Boy Scouts of America. Both of these policies are still in place today. With a
variety of activities in an active program , the troop grew to about twenty boys and three
patrols.

Troop elections have been held twice annually for the entire boy leadership. The
first or second weekend after the new leaders were installed they would go to a Troop
Junior Leader Training weekend where the new leaders would get the information they
needed to perform their new jobs as well as work on the annual Troop plan. In addition
the Senior Patrol Leader would usually go to a week of Junior Leader Training during the
summer at Broadcreek Scout Camp.

Troop fundraisers primarily consisted of paper drives, aluminum can collection,
spaghetti dinners, flower sales, and flea markets during the early days of the Troop. As
the Troop grew the fundraisers became more varied. Among other ways of earning
money the Troop has had car washes, sold hot dogs, hamburgers and funnel cakes at
Kinder Park and the Garden Mart in Severna Park, has parked cars at Kinder Park and
the Ham Fest in Howard County, sold pizza kits, and participated in the Baltimore Area
Council’s annual popcorn drive. The Troop very early earned sufficient funds to fully



equip the three patrols with tents, cook Kits, stoves, lanterns, dutch ovens, rain flies and
other patrol supplies. It has also been able to earn enough money to keep the equipment
updated, to supply required materials for administration and advancement as well as to

support some of the cost of Troop outings.

Mr. Thomas worked out a discount purchase plan between Spring River Outfitters
and adults associated with the Troop. For a discounted price, adults would purchase used
canoes from Spring River with the understanding that the Troop activities would take
precedence in their use. Two K2 enclosed white water canoes were acquired from a
disbanded explorer post, a canoe trailer was built by the adults, and canoeing became an

integral part of the Troop program.

Mr. Thomas had belonged to a rifle club and was an avid hunter. He wanted to
teach the boys how to enjoy firearms and how to handle them safely and became a
National Rifle Association Firearms Instructor. He instituted the Father/Son campouts
during which the Troop would lease a rifle range and shoot a myriad of different

firearms.

Winter sports can’t be left out. The Troop schedules a skiing trip usually during
the Christmas-New Year week as well as a cold weather outdoor campout.

Another activity that Mr. Thomas introduced to the Troop was rappelling.
Although frightening, this is a very safe sport and one in which the Troop participates

about one campout per year.

The canoeing, shooting, skiing, and rappelling campouts are not the only ones to
which the boys look forward. Wilderness survival, bicycling, spelunking, family
camping, hiking, capture-the-flag, car racing at Summit Point, and a myriad of other
themes keep the boys interested as well as the annual family picnic.

1984 saw another innovation for the Troop, another one of the many ideas
presented by Mr. Thomas to the Troop Committee. Criteria were prepared for
determining who the Scout of the Year for the Troop should be and a plague was
constructed to use to mount the names of the recipients. Scouts who received Scout of

the Year from Troop 785/1785 are:

1984 - John Hanna
1985 - Mike Vodusek
1986 - Tim Dobry
1987 - Brian Sanders
1988 - Brett Sause
1989 - Shawn Mitchell
1990 - Shawn Mitchell
1991 - Shawn Mitchell
1992 - Travis Mullins
1993 - Jake Mullins
1994 - Travis Mullins
1995 - Paul Thomas

1996 - Roger Barr
1997 - Roger Barr
1998 - Scott Cowan
1999 — Nick Ryan
2000 — Scott Cowan
2001 - Darin Henderson
2002 — Andrew Brown
2003 -

2004 -

2005 -

2006 -

In 1989, after realizing some Troop communications were needed, Mr. Thomas
started teaching an annual amateur band radio class with the intent of getting the
members of the troop licensed to operate amateur band radios. Arrangements were made
to have American Radio Relay League approved examiners appear at the last class so the



attendees could be tested immediately upon completion of studies. Following the classes
Mr. Thomas would take the participants to the Timonium Ham Fest so they could get
their equipment. Two-meter “Ham” radio became the communication medium for the
Troop from that time on. Many of the Troop wives and siblings also attended the classes
and were licensed. At one time there were as many as 30 licensed radio operators
associated with the Troop.

In 1990 the National Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) decided that sponsoring
Boy Scout troops was not in their charter. This stand caused the Fort Smallwood PTA to
question their sponsorship of Troop 785. Even though the Troop and District leaders
were able to assuage their fears, the Troop decided to look for another sponsor. The
Magothy Methodist Men were the perfect solution. Since the Fort Smallwood PTA was
now sponsoring Cub Scout Pack 785 as well as Boy Scout Troop 785 and the Pack
wanted to keep the PTA sponsorship, the Troop had to change its number. In order to
show its previous association with the 785 number, the Baltimore Area Council was
petitioned to give the Troop number 1785 when its sponsorship was changed. Today
there are many documents that use “785/1785” to show the cohesiveness of the Troop
with the change of sponsorship, as does the title of this paper.

Bill Hastings, the Grandfather of Eagle Scout John Rios and a Troop Committee
member passed away in 2001. Judy Hastings, his widow, requested that, in lieu of
flowers, donations be made to Troop 1785 in his name. The resulting donations have
been put into the Bill Hastings Memorial Fund. The outstanding camper of the year will
be awarded some of the money from this fund to go towards the purchase of scout
camping supplies. Recipients of the Camper of the Year award are:

2003 - Matt Leonard 2005 - Zach Auld

2004 - Matt Leonard 2006 - Chris Casey

Although the Troop has mostly functioned without a lot of help from the District
Commissioners staff, it has almost always had a strong Troop Committee and well-
trained leaders, practically negating the need for Commissioner help.

High Adventure:

Looking for more adventures and chances for the boys to grow, Mr. Thomas
conceived the High Adventure trips for the Troop. This was to be a bi-annual event with
the Troop participating in a structured summer camp program in the alternate years. The
first one was in 1984 when two patrols went to canoe the Allagash Wilderness Waterway
in North Central Maine. Planning and fundraising for this event took two full years.

Each boy was subsidized for the trip to hold individual costs down to $200 per boy. In
order to hold down expenses, food was purchased, dehydrated by the Troop in homemade
dehydrators, and packed by meal prior to leaving, Three meals; lunch, dinner, and
breakfast, were packed together. All of the food for each patrol was packed into its own
duffle bag. Even dehydrated, these duffle bags weighed well over two hundred pounds
each. Fourteen boys and six adults left Fort Smallwood Elementary School on Saturday,
July 7 with four vehicles and a trailer full of canoes. Stops for the trip were made at
Campground in , Connecticut; Battleship Cove in Fall River, Massachusetts to tour
the Battleship and submarine there, and Pease Air Force Base just West of Portsmouth,
New Hampshire where the Troop camped and fished and ate. The Troop finally arrived



at the kick-off spot on Indian Pond at the headwaters of the Allagash River at 11:00 P.M
after driving forty miles on logging roads and across a beaver dam. The next day one
adult stayed in camp going over canoe techniques with the boys and making last minute
adjustments while the remaining adults drove the vehicles to the takeout point near the
Canadian border. While getting water for the evening meal, two of the boys saw a large
bull moose lay down in the woods. They came back to get the troop and tell the adult
what had happened. The boys were told that they had a good photo-op and to get their
cameras. One of the boys tried to get too close to the moose, which caused it to get up
and circle out onto the trail where the Scouts were standing. The moose walked the
entire Troop back to camp, pausing to eat the leaves from the top of a tree that was more
than nine feet high before swerving off into the woods, turning its head from side to side
to keep his approximately five foot wide antlers from getting hung in the trees. The
remaining adults returned after dark to an already prepared dinner and a whole Troop of
excited boys. A total of twenty two moose were seen on that trip, two so close to the
canoes as to startle both the moose and the canoeists. Indian Pond was the only place that
the troop was allowed to camp together. From then on, the patrols functioned on their
own for everything. After several days the Boy Scout patrol concept started working and
the patrols became cohesive. It was a real revelation to see the boys working together
and supporting each other. With rain almost every day the river stayed up and the
canoeing was delightful. There was only one portage, one third of a mile around
Allagash falls. Other highlights of the trip included sailing rafted canoes using the patrol
dining flies as sails, wind scattering the canoes like leaves on a pond, a steak dinner
prepared by the adults and a hike to the top of Mount Katahdin, the northern terminus of
the Appalachian Trail. The last backpacker stove gave up while preparing lunch on that
hike near the top of the mountain. Also, one of the boys had the nails in his boots come
through the heels at the very top of the mountain. Yankee ingenuity and stone age
cobbling combined to get him down none the worse for wear. Upon critiquing this trip,
the boys let it be known that the trip consisted of too much canoeing. Planning for future
trips took this into account and all future high adventure trips were held to about three
days of wilderness canoeing and as much variety as could be packed into a sixteen day
trip.

Further High Adventure trips were:

1986: Pennsylvania canoeing the West Branch of the Susquehanna River from
Shawsville to Renova. As it rained almost every day on the River there was water in Pine
creek, which flows through the Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania near the New York
border. A one-day, no equipment trip was offered on the day that was set aside for
swimming. Exactly half of the boys and half of the adults accepted the offer. The canoes
covered 20 miles of Pine Creek in about four hours which included time spent dumping
water out of the canoes as well as time to eat lunch. After completing the canoeing the
canoes were sent back with one of the returning adults while the rest of the Troop went
west. A three day hike through a forest that had been devastated by a recent tornado
made for difficult hiking but a horseback ride through a forest where much wildlife was
spotted made up for that. Other highlights included a tour of Penn’s Cave, which was
done by boat. The boat went completely through the mountain, turned around in a lake
on the other side then returned to its starting point back through the mountain. The Troop
also took a trip through Drake’s Oil Well, the very first oil well in Pennsylvania.



1988: West Virginia where the Troop broke a national drought when it rained 14
of the 16 days they were gone. The trip started with a hike over Billygoat Trail at Great
Falls on the Potomac River on Saturday. The Troop was as far from the vehicles as was
possible to be when the first rain to fall in 6 weeks came down with a vengeance.
Leaving Great Falls the Troop went to Bealton, Virginia to camp as guests of the Flying
Circus on their airfield. After the air show was over on Sunday they left for a long drive
to Fayetteville, West Virginia. Upon arriving near midnight everyone moved into Indian
teepees large enough for a Patrol each and passed out. On Monday the canoes were put
in below Sandstone Falls on the New River. There was a pickup truck backed into the
river with 4 fifty-five gallon drums in it, which a gentleman was filling from the River
with a bucket. We were told that the water would be used to irrigate his garden. Within
an hour of the Troop starting three days of canoeing to Thurmond a rainstorm hit with
such fury that Mr. Thomas was able to fill his drinking cup in 30 seconds by holding it
under the stream coming down from a tree branch. Since the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers were so low, the Army Corps of Engineers had opened Summerville Dam and the
Troop got to raft the Gauley River, a prima dona rafting river. Instead of just horseback
riding the boys were presented a horse clinic including a nail dressing and shoeing
demonstration and they saddled up their own horses. The three-day hike was another
layer of difficulty with the extremely delicate streams from which to get water and the
downed brush that stopped one of the patrols the second day. The hike was across three
mountains with the patrols setting off from opposite ends. The intent was to meet in the
middle and trade car keys so that each patrol would leave in the vehicles that brought the
other patrol. The inability to get water higher up in the mountains and the brush-bound
patrol resulted in the scheduled radio check being used to create a plan B, hiking out the
next day the way we came in. The Troop spotted some great rappelling cliffs and drove
to a farmhouse to ask permission to use them. The aged farmer readily assented and
asked if he could watch. After most of the Troop had been down the first time he asked if
he would be allowed to do that. When told he could and a harness was produced for him
to wear he said “l don’t want to do that, | only wanted to know if you would let me”.
That activity had to be secured upon arrival of yet another thunderstorm. The Troop had
contracted with some local spelunkers to lead a “wild cave” spelunking session. After
being supplied with helmets, lights, and battery packs the Troop entered Organ Cave in
Eastern West Virginia through the commercial entrance but were led past that area into
the bowels of the cave, spending many hours there. The primary base camp was down a
Class Il road that, due to rain and usage, became a class 1V and then a Class V road. On
one of the last trips back the Troop convoy ran into a Ranger with a canoe. He looked at
the line of vans and ended up backing about two miles to a turn-around spot. He told the
leaders he wasn’t wild about that but wasn’t going to force the whole convoy back the
other way. On the last night the boys had built a huge campfire. Shortly after it was lit,
with the flames reaching more than 10 feet into the air, another furious rainstorm hit. In
less than 10 minutes there was not a glowing ember in the fire. The next morning the
creekbeds that had been dry for two weeks had flowing water. Rich Dobry turned 18 on
this trip and a 2-layer dutch oven cake was prepared for a party to celebrate his birthday.

1990: Western North Carolina where The Patrols alternated canoeing the Little
Tennessee River and hiking along the Tennessee border in the Slick Rock Creek area of
the Nantahala National Forest. One day was spent on a canoe clinic led by Nantahala



Outdoor Center instructors, followed by 7 miles of the Nantahala River in unloaded
canoes for a great whitewater trip. Other highlights included a one-day hike through the
Joyce Kilmer National Forest, mining for rubies, watching a play in Cherokee, N.C. and a
drive to Georgia for a raft trip down the Chatuga River, the river made famous by the
movie Deliverance. The two patrols were using 2 meter amateur band radios with which
to communicate but one of the operators had let his batteries run down and the first
communication session was a bust. By applying the concept of “use the resources at
hand to accomplish the required task”, a wire that had been used to hold a sleeping bag to
a pack and some flashlight batteries were “jury-rigged” to get power to the radio. At the
next scheduled call time, after communications were established the only comment made
was “I knew you would find out what happened and come up with a way to fix it”.

1992: back to Maine and the Allagash Wilderness Waterway, similar to the 1984
trip but the canoe trip was a little shorter. There were three patrols on this trip. This time
the Troop stopped at the Old Rheinbeck Aerodrome on the way up to watch a WWI type
of air show with really vintage airplanes and camped at one of the West Point bivouac
areas. Upon arriving on the Allagash the canoes were put in at Chamberlain Dam to
shorten the canoeing portion of the trip. In addition to climbing Mount Katahdin and
stopping at Battleship Cove, that also allowed time for a whitewater rafting trip on the
Kennebek River. One of the patrols was camped with a church group on Long Lake and
rump-bumping as well as canoeing the breach in the dam. A girl from the church group
got stuck on a log, was pushed by another member of that group, and ended up with a
terrible gash across her gluteus maximus. The group had no first aid equipment so adults
from the Troop were asked to assist and, after patching her as best they could, canoed
downstream to get an EMT. She ended up being canoed out at dark upstream about 7
miles to a ranger station, leaving the group with one female counselor and two solo
canoes for the remainder of the trip. After sharing their first aid kit with them the patrol
adopted them to try to keep them out of further trouble. Two vans developed problems
and the canoe trailer broke an axle all at about the same time, just about dusk while about
an hour’s drive from the canoe put-in. The vans were patched sufficiently to get them to
camp and the axle was removed and placed, with its tires, in the trailer. The parts were
purchased to repair the vans on the return shuttle. The seventh, and last, good trailer tire
was replaced on route 10 in Glen Burnie on the return trip.

1994: Sailing in Florida. This trip was a suggestion of Doug Martin, soon to
become Scoutmaster. This was a “drive as far as you can as fast as you can” kind of trip.
Camping was primarily at military bases and, where possible, eating in military mess
halls. Sailboats were rented from Miami Harbor for a week of sailing around the Florida
keys. Highlights included snorkeling some of the reefs, looking for lobsters, fishing
(sailboats sail at a nice trolling speed!), swinging off of the sailboats on halyards to go
swimming, exploring some of the non-inhabited keys and running around in the dinghies.

1996: West Virginia - very similar to the 1988 trip. This time the hike was
through the Cranberry Glades Wilderness Area where the rains resulted in high water in
the creeks, presenting several challenges to the hikers. Also the Troop contracted with a
new spelunking group that had their own wild cave. The members of the Troop were
supplied with clothing, boots, helmets, lights, battery packs and led down a vertical 20
foot drainpipe with reinforcement bars attached every foot for handholds to the bowels of
the cave.



1998: North Carolina - very similar to the 1990 trip with the 1996 spelunking
thrown in. The Troop base camp was Appletree Campground and, while one patrol was
canoeing the Little Tennessee River and one was hiking the Slick Rock Creek portion of
the Tennessee border, the campground was turned into a base for the hunt for Eric
Rudolf, a fugitive wanted for several out-of-state bombings. The Troop returned to
agents from the FBI, ATF, State Police, local sheriffs, and just about every other law
enforcement agency in the campsite right next to theirs. There were cars with license
plates from just about every state East of the Mississippi River, perimeter sensors, dogs,
helicopters — all very exciting. Roger Barr and Kevin Martin had seen a plastic-wrapped
cache while hiking and took that information to them. Roger and Kevin were back in just
a few minutes asking for the Troop’s hiking maps, as the ones supplied by the agents
were of a smaller scale. This time they were gone for about an hour and came back high
as kites after giving the leaders of the task force a thorough briefing. Dan Conkling
broke his toe and had to go home. The next day Tim Conkling was bitten by a spider.
The time at the hospital took longer than expected and Tim was not allowed to get his leg
wet. This resulted in a plan B decision for the rest of the patrol. They went canoeing on
the Little Tennessee for only one day, spent the night in the Troop’s new base camp, and
went back to Wildcat Falls for a day of swimming and fellowship with the other patrol
that was hiking and camping near the falls. The rafting company could not supply
sufficient guides for all of the Troop rafts so some of the Troop adults were asked to act
as guides on the Chatuga River. After the trip some of them got job offers from the
rafting company.

2000: Sailing in Florida - very similar to the 1994 trip. A real downpour that hit
just as the boats were clearing the docks in Miami caused a bit of consternation as the
boats were going through the channel in the company of a tug and barge with no
visibility, but everything else went very smoothly. The largest Barracuda caught on the
trip was 40 inches and the smallest was 36 inches.

2002: Maine - very similar to the 1992 trip with the swap of rafting the much
more technical Penobscot River instead of the Kennebek River and the addition of a
whale watching excursion. The Troop also spent the night on the battleship
Massachusetts. Mark Pacek got a broken collarbone the night before they were to hit the
river in canoes. A van that had gotten a flat tire just before getting to camp that day was
used to try to get him to the hospital about 100 miles away, 80 of which was via logging
roads. After getting two more flat tires it was decided to wait for help. About 5:00 A.M.
a Canadian logging survey crew came by, took everyone to the Canadian border about 90
degrees from the intended route but supplied them with three additional tires and got
them back to their van. One of those tires went flat before clearing the logging roads.
While Mark was getting repaired in the hospital the van got four new tires.

2004: West Virginia - very similar to the 1996 trip. Each patrol had a black bear
walk through their camp while hiking the Cranberry Glades Wilderness Area. One patrol
also met up with a local troop that was rafting the New River and camping in the same
area one evening. After the patrol members had pulled up their canoes and pitched camp
they were invited to dinner, which was a real treat!

2006: Sailing in Florida with some changes. The Troop supplied all of the boat
captains. The day they were to leave Pasadena they got word that two of the boats that
had been reserved in Miami were not useable. The company had two sailing catamarans



and a 41-foot sloop at Key West, which was several hundred miles further, but were
available for the same price. As the reservations were set the Troop stuck to the original
plan but got an early start on the last day down, still managed to pick up the people flying
in to Miami, and made it to Key West before dark. Other highlights included a tour of
Key West, visiting the Kennedy Space Center, and spending the night on, as well as
dining on, the aircraft carrier Yorktown.

Adult Leadership:

In 1998 Larry Thomas stepped down as Scoutmaster after having served the boys
of Troop 785/1785 for over 20 years. In his wake he has left a legacy of business leaders,
educators, public servants, military officers, and many other highly respected people who
grew under his leadership. Assistant Scoutmaster Wayne Douglas Martin became
Scoutmaster in 1998 when Larry Thomas stepped down to become Assistant
Scoutmaster. Two years later Assistant Scoutmaster Donald Thomas replaced Mr.
Martin and Doug was again Assistant Scoutmaster. Mr. Thomas was replaced by Lt. Col.
Jon Leonard in 2002 and Don was again Assistant Scoutmaster. Col. Leonard was re-
assigned from the Pentagon to Florida in 2006 and replaced by Christopher Reed.

Mike Stumpfoll, one of the scouts who spent an early camping trips at Catoctin
National Park in January of 1981 with ice covered by snow, temperatures at 20° below
zero and wind blowing at 20 miles per hour, is still with the Troop as an adult leader,
presently Committee Chairman.

Larry Thomas was the first adult leader in the Troop to enroll in Woodbadge
training. This is the most extreme training course offered to adults at the Council level.
He recognized that he could accomplish the goals he had set for the Troop by getting
other adults to participate in the course. The adults that took the course and the patrols to
which they were assigned were:

Larry Thomas in 1979 as a member of the Lost Fox Patrol

Clem Luberecki in 1980 as a member of the Mushroom Fox Patrol

Jim McCormick in 1980 as a member of the Bodacious Buffalo Patrol

Linda McCormick in 1989 as a member of the Absolute Antelope Patrol

Steve Mullins in ____as a member of the Antelope Patrol
Ted Jeffords in as a member of the Antelope Patrol
Dan Conkling in as a member of the Antelope Patrol

Attesting to the high level of interest in the development of the boys shown by the adults
associated with the Troop.

Troop 785/1785 Eagle Scouts:

Two of the Scouts on the first High Adventure trip became the first two Eagle
Scouts of the Troop, one of them was the one who hiked off Mount Katahdin with
cardboard in his boots. They were:

Michael J. Vodusek — April 25, 1985 whose Eagle Project consisted of placing benches
along the beaches and repairing a boardwalk at Sandy Point State Park.



Charles A. McCurdy Jr. — June 26, 1986 who built a gateway and split rail fence around
the entrance to Elks Camp Barrett in Crownsville for his Eagle Project.

Sean S. Granger — May 14, 1987. His Eagle project was rebuilding the Chapel in the
woods of Elks Camp Barrett in Crownsville. It only seemed fitting that his Eagle Court
of Honor should be held in that same Chapel. Since it was outdoors at night it presented
lots of opportunity for innovation. That was the first Eagle Ceremony that used arches,
torches, a “magic campfire” and a flag that had flown over the Capitol of the United
States. It was the forerunner of the type of Eagle Ceremony that the Troop still produces
today.

Brett M. Sauce — June 16, 1991. His Eagle project consisted of landscaping
improvements to the old B & A Railroad power plant in Severna Park. After clearing
years of growth from the side of the building, Brett installed plantings around the sign
advertising a thrift shop which operated inside, constructed a stretch of split rail fence
separating the property from the B & A Trail running alongside, and raised a flagpole.
While mixing concrete to set the pole, it was discovered that there wasn't a long enough
hose available to reach the spot. One of the adults took a short walk and returned with a
fire truck to supply the needed water. Brett was a drummer and his drum roll had
counted the cadence for every Eagle up to this time. In order to keep the tradition going,
his drum roll was taped without his knowledge and the tape was used to count the
cadence for his own Eagle ceremony.

Joshua D. Wentz — November 22, 1992. The first of four sons of Rev. David and Paula
Wentz to earn the Eagle badge. For his Eagle project Josh made several improvements to
the Chapel in the Woods.

W. Brian Sanders - October 10, 1993. He finished his Eagle requirements the night
before he turned 18. His Eagle project was the placement of historic markers over the
entire length of the B&A Trail. Brian is a trumpet player who would appear at every
Eagle ceremony for years to play the bugle calls.

R. Jacob Mullins — October 11, 1993. He was the first of two sons of Assistant
Scoutmaster Steven and Robin Mullins to earn the Eagle badge. His Eagle project was
the construction of storage shelves in the Nifty Thrifty shop as well as painting it. His
Eagle ceremony was moved inside at the last minute due to the brisk weather in
December and the advanced age of some of the attendees.

Shawn P. Mitchell — November 19, 1994. His Eagle project was one of the most
ambitious in the Troop. He beautified the Veteran's Memorial Flag at the junction of
route 100 and 177 by building a brick patio, a flower garden and a split rail fence as well
as landscaping the area so that it became more visible.

John E. Wentz — August 4, 1996. He was the second of the four sons of the Rev. David
and Paula Wentz to receive his Eagle Badge. His Eagle project was constructing and
painting a life-sized manger scene for use by the Magothy Methodist Church. The



Wentz’s two younger sons received their Eagle badges in other troops.

Paul A. Thomas — January 2, 1997. Paul's Eagle Project was another very ambitious one.
He put six tons of gravel in the low spot on the path into the Chapel-in-the-Woods of
Magothy Methodist Church and build a boardwalk over it. He also lined the boardwalk
with azaleas.

John A. Rios Jr. — June 5, 1997. His Eagle project was constructing benches and placing
them along trails at Down's Park.

Roger B. Barr — October 25, 1997. His Eagle project was the construction of picnic
tables in the garden of the Magothy Methodist Church. The Troop as well as Church
members and guests use the tables for outdoor activities.

Kevin R. Martin — May 30, 1998. His Eagle project, another very ambitious one, was the
construction of a brick and concrete sign in front of the Harundale Presbyterian Church to
use to advertise their free lunch program. When Kevin presented his plans to the
members of the Church Board of Trustees he was told that if he could get all of the
necessary permits he should get a badge in County Government.

S. Travis Mullins — November 14, 1998. His Eagle project was the construction of a
boardwalk over a swampy area at Downs Park to allow access to the paved park trails
through the Pinehurst community gate.

Timothy C. Conkling — December 29, 1998. His Eagle project was the replacement and
upgrade of historical markers over the entire length of the B&A trail.

Steven J. Funk — August 22, 1999. His Eagle project was the construction of information
markers in Downs Park.

Nickolas J. Dehn — October 6, 2001. His Eagle project was constructing a concealment
fence around the church dumpster

Richard D. Hutchings 111 — September 28, 2002. David’s Eagle project was another very
ambitious one. He constructed an oyster bar in the Magothy River.

Scott David Cowan — November 20, 2004. His Eagle project was constructing a
boardwalk deck next to the alter in the Chapel in the Woods.

Nicholas K. Ryan — December 11, 2004. Nick’s Eagle project was

Kevin M. Roe — July 9, 2005. Kevin constructed a memorial to the victims of the
September 11, 2001 attack at the Hunter’s Harbor community for his Eagle project. He
constructed a walled circular flower garden and placed a flagpole in the center. A marble
bench was placed such that it overlooked a hand-painted rock with the memorial words
lettered on it.



BIOGRAPHY OF A FEW ALUMNI FROM TROOP 785/1785

JIMMY McCORMICK:

After graduating from Chesapeake High School | started Anne Arundel
Community College and worked for Anne Arundel County Parks and Recreation helping
build Downs Park. While there | used Boy Scout Training, rappelling down trees, and
using chain saws cutting dead limbs. I also rebuilt the Mother’s Garden, where my sister
was married.

I quit working for the county to become a hard hat scuba diver working at Hart-
Miller Island. When that job was finished | worked for several computer companies
before enlisting in the United States Marine Corps. | became a squad leader in boot camp
and graduated from Parris Island as Outstanding Marine from the series, Outstanding
Marksman from the series and Meritorious Lance Corporal. | spent the first year after
boot camp going to electronics school and graduated first in the class. While stationed at
Camp LeJune, NC | took a tumble and dinged up both ankles and knees. The Marine
Corps declared them non-repairable and | was given a medical discharge. | moved to the
Eastern Shore, built a horse farm and worked for Noise Cancellation Technology in
Linthicum. | left there and worked for Black and Decker in Easton then IBM covering
the Del-Mar-Va area before getting my present job with Caroline County as their Chief
Technologies Officer. | took Caroline County from telephone and only 5 non-connected
networks to the State of Maryland’s first fully hybrid enterprise on a shoestring budget.
After returning from a month in Afghanistan working with the Department of Defense
and some Non-Government Offices on multiple projects the Sun Paper wrote an article
about Caroline County’s technology progress since starting my position. Presently, | am
working toward Masters Degree at University of Maryland, University College.

I married my high school sweetheart, Karen, shortly after graduating from boot
camp. | have a 20 year old son, Ryan, who is a sophomore at the University of Maryland
College Park, and a 13 year old daughter, Alyssa, who is in the 8th grade at Wesleyan
Christian School in Denton, MD.

NED LUBERECKI:

Remarks by Stumpy: It was the late 70's. Scouts had long hair and Ned always
had a banjo or guitar with him. We called him Nedski. He was always cheerful. His
website (nedski.com) lists that he is the banjo player for Chris Jones and the Night
Drivers. Ned was formerly the banjoist for The Rarely Herd, The Gary Ferguson Band,
Radio Flyer, Paul Adkins and the Borderline Band and the Apocalyptic Cowboys. Ned is
the banjo, mandolin and bluegrass guitar teacher at World Music Nashville and the
Gibson Bluegrass Showcase. Ned is also a banjo instructor at Nashcamp, Camp
Bluegrass and the American Banjo Camp. Ned also hosts a six hour radio show mornings
on Sirius satellite radio.

PAT SANDERS:

Remarks by Stumpy: Pat graduated the troop and joined the Marines. He once
said to me that there was nothing in Marine boot camp more difficult than camping with
the Scouts. After boot camp he made his way into the Navy ROTC? training program and
enrolled at Old Dominion University. After about a year at college he was accepted into



the Naval Academy. In the third year summer, midshipmen can choose their own activity.
Pat went back to Paris Island to be a drill instructor because he thought it was such an
important role in the development of recruits. After graduating from the Academy he was
accepted into flight training school and eventually became a pilot of a P3 Orion
submarine hunter. Pat is currently positioned at the Pentagon. He is married and living in
Virginia with three daughters. I think if you ever gave Pat a series of choices he will
always choose the most challenging. Maybe he found that to be the most rewarding,
starting with Scouting.

JASON BRIGHT:

I was a member of the troop from 1985-1986 during a break from my family's
travels on our sailboat. (Jason's family lived aboard a 50 sailboat. -Stumpy) We left in
1986, and headed south to the Bahamas, where we spent close to a year before returning
to Delaware. | graduated from high school in '88, and started college at the US Merchant
Marine Academy. When I got out of school, I moved back to California where my
parents and sister were living. | went to sea for a little while, running offshore supply
boats to oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico, and towed an oil derrick down to Trinidad. Then I
ended up working for Pacific Gas and Electric Company, where I've been ever since. |
started in the mail room, and | am now managing a large data conversion project. In my
spare time | still do a lot of sailing - I've raced to Hawaii 4 times in 2000, 2002, 2004, and
2006, with my best finish being a 3rd in 2006, and my best elapsed time being 10 1/2
days in 2002. | own a 505, which is a 16" high performance dinghy. | recently competed
in the World Championships in Adelaide, Australia. 1 also enjoy backpacking, and have
done some great trips with my dad, and with my sister and brother-in-law.

Scouting really did play a lot into who | am today. It provided the foundation for
the moral values that | hold today, as well as gave me practical lessons that I use often -
whether with a pack on my back in the Sierras, or in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. It
gave me the beginnings of the leadership skills that I use daily as a project manager. On
top of all of that, it gave me a love for the outdoors, that | probably would not have, had |
not been involved in scouting. And a lot of great memories - to anyone who's involved in
it now, enjoy these times, because you'll remember them fondly for years to come.

TIM DOBRY:

I joined about 22 years ago and feel like it was last year some times. Some of my
fondest memories are of those weekend trips and the experiences they gave me. The
troop taught me to be adventurous, everything else followed. I'm 33, have 2 girls (Ellie 7
and Abby 5) still live nearby and have been selling Real Estate since | was 19
specializing in new construction. The troop was a huge influence in creating who I am
today. | have a few role models that I looked up too growing up and 2/3rds of them were
troop leaders when | was there. Besides Mr. Thomas, Steve Mullins was the man! There's
a guy you could emulate.

Without rambling, the troop taught me to be independent, to work as a team, have
respect for others, and most importantly to me, it gave me a sense of belonging. | was
right where | thought | was supposed to be when | was involved in scouts.



SHAWN MITCHELL.:

Remarks by Stumpy: We were coming back from a Scout trip to Delaware of
head boat fishing. We stopped in a fast food restaurant for dinner and a little old lady
walked up to Shawn and said, "You would make a very pretty girl." He immediately
replied, "I am not afraid of my androgyny." Shawn was always quick with a joke and also
very intelligent. He graduated from the University of Delaware with a BA in Journalism
and Film in 1998 and from the University of Southern California with a MA in
Cinema/Television in 2001. He has worked on a long list of films and TV spots as and
editor and effects artist. | couldn't contact him for these remarks because he is currently in
Japan for the opening of a film to which he contributed.

IAN HAYES:

I am a Career Firefighter with the Naval Weapons Station, Charleston,SC Fire and
Emergency services division. | moved here 6 months ago. | am still a Volunteer
Firefighter with the Earleigh Heights VFC in Severna Park. | have been married now for
almost 2 years and | have 2 little boy's.

NICK RYAN:

I am currently completing my second year at Virginia Tech where | am pursuing
degrees in both Computer Science and Mathematics. My coursework has been
challenging and time consuming, but I find the material interesting and no doubts
regarding my choice of majors. | have met with great success so far academically and
currently rank within the top 2% of my class. In my free time, which unfortunately there
isn't a great deal of, | like to relax by reading, playing games, or watching movies with
friends. Overall things are going very well, I can only hope they continue in that fashion.



